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After graduating in French Language and Literature, David joined the Diplomatic Service
in 1968. He served in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and, following a nine
month course at the Ecole Nationale d’Administration, at the British Embassy in Paris.

After transferring to the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) in 1980, he served in
various posts dealing with European and international aspects of trade policy and radio-
communications and, on secondment to the Civil Service College, with the Franco-British
training exchange programme.

Following three years at the Monopolies and Mergers Commission, David was appointed
in 1994 to head the DTI unit responsible for UK policy on industrial aspects of the
European Research and Development Programmes. From early 2000 until the end of
2002, he served as Secretary of The Queen’s Awards Office, managing the scheme of
awards for outstanding business achievement.

From 2003 to 2011 he continued to work on The Queen’s Awards on a part-time basis,
as Secretary to the Prime Minister’s Advisory Committee for the Awards. In 2004 he
was a member of the working group which established a new award for individuals, The
Queen’s Award for Enterprise Promotion, and assessed nominations for this award until
2011.

David is now fulfilling a long-held wish to become involved in business start-up, in
particular as a sponsor and advisor to iCUE.



